Accurate assessment of renal function in cirrhosis.
First, serum creatinine, sodium and estimated glomerular filtration rate (GFR) are all imperfect surrogates of renal function in patients with cirrhosis. This is especially true in patients with decompensated liver disease, whereby the influence of extrahepatic factors may impede accurate estimation. Often, renal function is dependent on where the patient lies on the acute kidney injury/chronic kidney disease continuum, the degree of liver dysfunction and other relevant patient characteristics. Developing an estimating equation for each and every subset of cirrhotic is untenable.